
T h e R ivert o wn s A rts C o u n cil an d  reco rd  lab el G aragist a
M u sic will p resen t  an  excit in g d o u b le-b ill o n  O ct o b er 5t h  at  t h e
in t im at e I rvin gt o n  T o wn  T h eat re. Jazz gu it arist  Jay A zzo lin a
an d  sin ger-so n gwrit er L isa L yn n e M at h is will jo in  fo rces alo n g
wit h  sp ecial gu est  art ists, su ch  as legen d ary b assist  Jo h n
P at it u cci.

Jay A zzo lin a will b e p rem ierin g wo rk s fro m  h is n ew 
G aragist a release,Local Dialect. K n o wn  fo r h is gro o vy,
elect ric jazz co m p o sit io n s, t h e H ast in gs n at ive will p erfo rm
wit h  a q u art et  in clu d in g o rgan , d ru m s an d  b ass. H is p ieces
h ave b ro ad  in flu en ces, ran gin g fro m  so u n d s o f B razil t o
st raigh t  ah ead  1960Õs jazz t o  u rb an , fu n k  an d  co n t em p o rary.

ÒI  lik e t o  h ear d ifferen t  elem en ts o f t h e sam e co m p o ser,
in st ead  o f o n e style,ÓJay said .ÒM o re o f a glo b al so u n d .Ó

Jay h as t o u red  ext en sively an d  p erfo rm ed  wit h  m an y o f 
t o d ayÕs t o p  m u sician s, su ch  as H erb ie M an n , C h u ck  M an gio n e,
C arly Sim o n , an d  Sp yro  G yra, wit h  wh o m  h e earn ed  a
G ram m y n o m in at io n .

L isa L yn n e M at h is will ch an ge d irect io n s, p erfo rm in g so u l-
search in g o rigin al so n gs fro m  h er n ew C D , Hancock Place.
Sh e will also  len d  h er warm  alt o  t o  favo rit es b y so m e o f t h e
great  so n gwrit ers o f o u r t im e, su ch  as Jack so n  B ro wn e, B illy
Jo el, an d  C aro le K in g.

F iercely sp irit u al an d  a st u d en t  o f t h e h u m an  co n d it io n ,
L isa L yn n e writ es m u sic ab o u t  life an d  lo ss, fear an d  co u rage,
t h e b o n d s o f fam ily an d  t h e t ests o f fait h . H o p in g h er so n gs
will h ave an  im p act  o n  list en ers an d  t r igger co n versat io n , L isa
L yn n e leaves m an y o f h er so n gs o p en  fo r in t erp ret at io n .

ÒI  relish  t h at  t en  p eo p le see t en  d ifferen t  t h in gs in  a 
p ain t in g,Ósh e exp lain ed .ÒW h at ever it  is, we are all go in g t o
see so m et h in g t h ro u gh  o u r o wn  len ses.Ó

W h ile h er t h em es are in t en se an d  m o vin g, L isa L yn n eÕs 
so n gs are fu ll o f great  h o o k s, rich  h arm o n ies an d  t h at  sin g-
alo n g q u ality cap t u red  b y t h e b est  so n gwrit ers.

Jay A zzo lin a will ap p ear o n  so m e so n gs wit h  L isa L yn n e 
M at h is, wh o se b an d  an d  b ack  u p  sin gers also  in clu d e t h ree-
t im e T o n y n o m in ee, M ich ael M cE lro y. Sh e will also  p erfo rm
so m e aco u st ic ren d it io n s. R A C  C o -P resid en t  San d ra d e
N o vellis b elieves t h at  co llab o rat in g wit h  o t h er lik e m in d ed
o rgan izat io n s su ch  as G aragist a m ak es p erfect  sen se.ÒB y
b u ild in g allian ces wit h  o t h er o rgan izat io n s d ed icat ed  t o  t h e
arts p rivat e o r n o n -p ro fit  we m axim ize o u r reso u rces an d  itÕs
a win -win  fo r everyo n eÓ.

RIVERTOWNS ARTS COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

Fal l  2007

A R T S

R I V E R
T O W N S

C O U N C I L

Concert : Jay Azzolina and Lisa Lynne Mathis

Lisa Lynne Mathis

Jay Azzolina

Friday, October 5  at 8 :00pm

I rvington Town Hal l  Theater 
Tickets: $2 5 , RAC members, $30.00 non- members



ÒP eo p le h ave em o t io n al in vest m en t  in  t h eir
cars,Ó exp lain ed  p laywrigh t  V ict o ria B u gb ee.

H ast in gs resid en t  V ick y B u gb ee exp lo res 
t h is u n iversal t h em e in  a p lay d esign ed  t o  b e
p erfo rm ed  o n  lo cat io n  at  au t o m o t ive cen t ers
an d  gas st at io n s.T h is is n o t  o u t  o f t h e n o rm
fo r t h is Òverb al visu alist Ówh o  h as sp en t  o ver
25 years writ in g an d  p ro d u cin g p ro vo cat ive,
avan t  gard e st reet  t h eat er, p erfo rm ed  in  
lo cat io n s su ch  as a lau n d ro m at  an d  art  gallery
win d o ws. H er wo rk  h as b een  co m m issio n ed
b y L in co ln  C en t er O u t -o f-D o o rs, an d  
su p p o rt ed  b y t h e C ity o f A t lan t a an d  t h e
N ew Y o rk  F o u n d at io n  fo r t h e A rts.

P erfo rm in g in  a n o n -t rad it io n al, yet  relevan t
set t in g,Òt ak es t h e au d ien ce t o  an  im agin ary
st age an d  t h is is t h e b eau ty o f t h eat er,Ó M s.
B u gb ee exp lain ed .

A cco rd in g t o  p ro d u cer C h erie F o rt is, a R A C
b o ard  m em b er fro m  D o b b s F erry,ÒT h is m in i-
m alist  p lay o rigin at ed  in  T h e A ct o rs L ab  at
C B SÕs so ap  o p era, T h e G u id in g L igh t, wh ere
it  was d evelo p ed  an d  p erfo rm ed  in  wo rk -
sh o p s. O rigin ally en t it led  T h e D ivo rce o f
T am m y &  C h et, t h e d ram at ic co m ed y is a
p o ign an t  p o rt rayal o f t h e co llap se o f t h e great
A m erican  n u clear fam ily set  in  t h e lat e 1990Õs.

P erfo rm ed  wit h  a cast  o f o n ly two  act o rs, a 
m an  an d  a wo m an  t ak e o n  t h e p layÕs m u lt ip le
ch aract ers.T h e co u p leÕs cru m b lin g m arriage
is t o ld  t h ro u gh  n o t  o n ly t h e eyes o f t h e 
h u sb an d  an d  wife, b u t  t h ro u gh  t h eir two  
ch ild ren  an d  b est  frien d s. C h et  is an  au t o
m ech an ic an d  st o ck  car d river an d  T am m y
h elp s h im  ru n  t h eir au t o m o t ive cen t er.Ó

V ick y B u gb ee ad d resses t h e em o t io n al 
t o lls o f in fid elity, illn ess an d  p o verty.W ill t h e

d ep t h  o f t h eir lo ve fo r o n e an o t h er b e en o u gh ?
H o w d o  ch ild ren  h an d le su ch  em o t io n al 
ch allen ges? 

ÒL ife t h ro ws cu rve b alls an d  p eo p le ch an ge 
in  relat io n sh ip s,Ó exp lain ed  t h e writ er.

I n  ad d it io n  t o  writ in g p lays,V ick y B u gb ee 
h as h ad  a su ccessfu l career in  co m p u t er
grap h ics an d  vid eo . H er art icles o n  t h e arts,
film  an d  vid eo  h ave b een  p u b lish ed  in  m an y
t o p  p u b licat io n s. C u rren t ly, sh e is Sp ecial
P ro jects P ro d u cer an d  h ead  o f Sales an d
M ark et in g fo r B  P ro d u ct io n s o f N ew Y o rk .

T h e p layÕs p ro d u cer, C h erie F o rt is, is an  
award -win n in g in d ep en d en t  t elevisio n  p ro d u cer
wh o  h as p ro d u ced  d ram a, d o cu m en t aries, an d
m u sic p erfo rm an ce fo r t h e p ast  25 years aft er
lau n ch in g h er career at  Satu rd ay N igh t L ive.
C h erieÕs lo ve o f t h e t h eat er in sp ired  h er t o
p ro d u ce a n u m b er o f t elevisio n  ad ap t at io n s
o f p lays fo r P B S in clu d in g t ran slat in g o n e-
p erso n  p lays b y Sp ald in g G ray an d  A n n a
D eavere Sm it h .

T h e G as St at io n  P ro ject , a fascin at in g 
exp lo rat io n  o f t h e twists an d  t u rn s in  a st ru g-
glin g fam ily, will b e p erfo rm ed  in  N o vem b er.
U p d at es will b e sen t  regard in g exact  d at e 
an d  lo cat io n .

Gas Station Project 

M an h at t an -b ased , C o lu m b ia U n iversity
p sych iat rist  an d  sp ecialist  in  creat ive p ro cess
issu es, D r. C arrie B arro n  will lead  a p an el o f
est ab lish ed  wo rk in g art ists wh o  m ak e a livin g
in  t h eir art  fo rm s.T h e p an el will d iscu ss t h e
ch allen ges an d  st ru ggles o f wo rk in g t h ro u gh
t h e creat ive p ro cess. P an elists in clu d e 
p ro fessio n als fro m  t h e fo llo win g field s:
M u sic, D an ce,Writin g,A ctin g an d  Visu al A rt.

C arey C ro m elin  an d  K u rt M cK in n ey, h ave p layed
T am m y an d  C h et in  T h e G as Statio n  P ro ject.

Jo h n  G u n th er-M o h r, T reasu rer, San d ra d e N o vellis, C o -P resid en t, M axin e Sh erm an , C o -P resid en t, R o b ert
B attle, C h o reo grap h er an d  M ary F o rd  Su ssm an . B attlewo rk s VI P  p arty-D an ce even t -Sp rin g 2007.

Letter from the Co-Presidents:

Panel on 
Creative Process

November 
Date and Location TBD  
Tickets: $10.00 RAC members,
$15 .00 Non- members

Saturday, December 1, 2 - 4pm
Hastings Library
Suggested donation $10

D ear R A C  m em b ers,

T h an k  yo u  so  m u ch  fo r yo u r su p p o rt! 
T h is year R A C  h as seen  trem en d o u s gro wth
in  o u r m em b ersh ip  b ase as we co n tin u e to
in crease co m m u n ity awaren ess fo r th e arts.

A s always, th e A rts C o u n cil b elieves we 
can  ed u cate o u r ch ild ren  with  th e arts an d
stim u late o u r co m m u n ity with  to p -n o tch
arts even ts.We h ave reflected  th is with  o u r
win ter an d  su m m er arts wo rk sh o p s fo r k id s,
o u r sen satio n al ÒM ad  ab o u t D u k eÓfu n d -
raiser, o u r exp an d ed  A rtist Stu d io  T o u r an d
o u r fab u lo u s co n tem p o rary d an ce even t,
wh ich  b ro u gh t b ack  th e B attlewo rk s D an ce
C o m p an y fo r an o th er sm ash  seaso n  at th e
C lau d ia B o ettch er T h eater.

We are h ap py to  an n o u n ce th at we are 
d evelo p in g a n ew lo o k  fo r R A C  an d  with  a
n ew creative an d  d evelo p m en t team  h ave
secu red  gran ts fro m  JP  M o rgan  an d  th e
Westch ester A rts C o u n cil to  re-vam p  o u r
web site an d  allo w R A C  to  im p lem en t m o re
o u treach  activities with  o u r n eigh b o rs.T h is
excitin g n ews will b ro ad en  o u r m issio n  to
in co rp o rate th e arts m o re in to  o u r d aily
lives an d  sp read  o u r m essage b eyo n d  th e
R iverto wn s.

We p ro m ise to  co n tin u e to  fin d  n ew artists 
to  d evelo p  an d  n ew p ath s to  p ave in  o u r 
p ictu resq u e an d  b eau tifu l R iverto wn s. Jo in
u s fo r o u r m em b ersh ip  p arty an d  fin d  o u t
ab o u t o u r fall seaso n  wh ich  is filled  with
m an y fu lfillin g an d  excitin g even ts.A rt in  o u r
o wn  b ack yard s d o esn Õt get b etter th an  th is! 

Jo in  u s o n  Sep tem b er 15 fro m  5-7 at o u r 
an n u al m em b ersh ip  p arty.

Sin cerely,
San d ra d e N o vellis an d  M axin e Sh erm an
C o -P resid en ts, R iverto wn s A rts C o u n cil



O n ce again  t h e R A C  an n u al co n t em p o rary
d an ce even t  o n  A p ril 1st  was a h u ge su ccess.
R o b ert  B at t le 's B at t lewo rk s D an ce C o m p an y
ret u rn ed  t o  t h e C lau d ia B o et tch er T h eat er at
t h e M ast ers Sch o o l in  D o b b s F erry wit h  an
all n ew p ro gram  in clu d in g a wo rld  p rem iere,
ÒSo n g o f R u in Óco m m issio n ed  b y R A C  b o ard
m em b er L u  H am lin  an d  d an ced  b y M axin e
Sh erm an . I t  was an  excep t io n al even in g wh ich
in clu d ed  a n ew o fferin g t h is year o f V I P  
t h eat er seat in g an d  a p o st -p erfo rm an ce 
recep t io n  wit h  t h e ch o reo grap h er, R o b ert
B at t le an d  t h e d an cers.

RAC Spring 2007 Wrap Up
Dance

T h e St u d io  T o u r M ap  go t  a sleek  n ew lo o k
t h is year.T h e 2007 St u d io  T o u r o n ce again
b ro u gh t  t h e co m m u n ity t o get h er wit h  t h e
m an y art ists wh o  wo rk  in  t h e R ivert o wn s.
O ver 50 art ists o p en ed  t h eir d o o rs t o  
welco m e visit o rs.T h e n ewly d esign ed  cat alo g
rep resen t in g all p art icip at in g art ists received
rave reviews. I t  was b eau t ifu lly d esign ed  b y
H o ward  G ro ssm an  an d  p ro vid ed  an  im age 
o f wo rk  fro m  each  art ist . O n e n ew A rd sley
art ist , St efan  W eb er, gave a d em o n st rat io n  
o f h is glass b lo win g t ech n iq u e.T h e week en d
was a h u ge su ccess.

B o ard  m em b er N iall C ain  h as co n t in u ed
h is arch it ect u ral wo rk sh o p s wit h  st u d en ts
fro m  t h e K en n et h  C lark  A cad em y at  t h e St .
C h rist o p h erÕs Sch o o l in  D o b b s F erry.T h is
year t h e st u d en ts are ad d in g art  wo rk s, su ch
as m u rals t o  t h e st ru ct u re t h ey b egan  last
su m m er. R A C  is p ro u d  t o  su p p o rt  t h is 
in n o vat ive p ro gram .

Studio Tour Outreach

P ro gram  fo u n d er, arch itect N iall
C ain  d irects co n stru ctio n .

M axin e Sh erm an  p erfo rm s ÒSo n g o f R u in .Ó
P h o to : E llen  C ran e

T h e n ew d esign  fo r th e to u r was created  an d  d o n ated
b y H astin gs grap h ic d esign er, H o ward  G ro ssm an .

Jan  L ed er

Annual Membership Party
Saturday, September 15, 5-7pm
39 Matthiessen Park, Irvington 
Tickets: Paid RAC Membership 

For more information see back cover.



Additional News
for Artists

R eso u rces fo r visu al an d  p erfo rm in g 
art ists n o w availab le at  www.riverarts.org.
P lease click  o n  N ews fo r A rt ists t o  fin d  t h e
lat est  in fo rm at io n  o n  gran ts, fello wsh ip s,
au d it io n s an d  o t h er O p p o rt u n it ies gat h ered
fro m  t h e W estch est er A rts C o u n cil an d  
o t h er so u rces.A lso , if yo u  wo u ld  lik e t o  
su b m it  an  art ist  o p p o rt u n ity p o st in g, p lease
sen d  it  t o  info@riverarts.org.

A ll even ts m ad e p o ssib le, in  p art, by th e B asic P ro gram
Su p p o rt G ran t o f th e Westch ester A rts C o u n cil with  

fu n d s fro m  Westch ester C o u n ty G overn m en t.

A re yo u  a R ivertown s resid en t in vo lved  in  
th e arts? WeÕd  lik e to  h ear ab o u t yo u r 

acco m p lish m en ts fo r p o ssib le in clu sio n  
in  th e n ext issu e o f th e n ewsletter.

P lease call u s at 914-476-2321.

Visit u s at

www.riverarts.org
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Calendar:
September 15
Membership Party

October 5
Concert: Jay Azzol ina and 
Lisa Lynne Mathi s 

November 
Theater: Gas Station Project

December 1
Creative Process Panel

Saturday, September 15 , 5 - 7pm

39 Matthiessen Park, I rvington 
Tickets: Paid RAC Membership

The Rivertowns Arts CouncilÕs
Annual Membership Party

T h e R ivert o wn s A rts C o u n cil is t h rilled  t o
in vit e yo u  t o  t h e an n u al M em b ersh ip  P arty.
T h e cen t erp iece o f t h is m agn ificen t  p ro p erty
in  I rvin gt o n  is t h e d yn am ic m o vin g scu lp t u re,
ÒU n fo ld in g Sq u are #3Ó ( 1997)  b y scu lp t o r
G eo rge R ick ey.T h is u n iq u e p iece o f art  in
m o t io n  will m esm erize, co n st an t ly t ran sfo rm -
in g its sh ap e wit h  air cu rren ts. G at h er aro u n d
t h e scu lp t u re wit h  b o t h  o ld  an d  n ew frien d s,
as yo u  t ak e in  t h e p an o ram ic river view an d
t h e b eau t ifu l gro u n d s.

E n jo y m u sic b y t h e Jan  L ed er q u art et , h o rs 
d Õo eu vres an d  cash  b ar. Jan Õs rep ert o ire
in clu d es everyt h in g fro m  st an d ard , b eb o p ,
swin g an d  b lu es, t o  b o ssa n o vas an d  h er o wn
u n iq u e jazz co m p o sit io n s.

A s always, yo u r p aid  R A C  m em b ersh ip  is 
yo u r Òt ick et Ó t o  t h e p arty. See yo u  t h ere!

ÒU n fo ld in g Sq u are #3Ó ( 1997)  b y
scu lp to r G eo rge R ick ey
P h o to : Su san  L o p em an


